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1. Mews from the DogHouse

Pet Loss
Losing a beloved pet is one of the most difficult times we must
sometimes endure. We have created a new section devoted to pet
loss. This is a wonderful way to remember our special friends ar to
com fort someone who has experienced the loss of a much-loved pet.
YWe have breed-specific items, or we can customize them with the
pet's name as well, Click here for our pet loss section

'A Woman And Her Chow...

[
4% ABeautitul Thing! ¥y

Check Out Our New Mini-Sections
45 the numbers of requests grow for a particular breed, we are
adding mini-sections, which can be found in our Custom Zone. You
can check here if you don't see your breed on our home page.
Howewer, as always, we are happy to work with yvou to create any
custom item that you would like,

2. 24f7 Care

24/7 Care
© Copyright OurDogHouse 2007

YWhen family pets become too ill to stay at home and require 24/7
care, many pet owners are faced with few options and extremely
difficult dedsions as to what can be done.

In the city of Tochigi, Japan, Soladi Care for Pets has begun the first
rest haome for dogs. Here a pet owner can pay the sum of 98,000 ven
{(£800.00 US) per month, and their ill or aged pet will receive 24/7
monitoring by weterinarians and a support staff, An added benefit is
Team Puppy, which pays for wisits from a group of rescued and
young puppies to play with them and help the older pets feel young
again.

Currently this concept is available only in Japan. Nonetheless, 1 feel

certain that it is only a matter af time before they are awvailable here
in the US and Canada.
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3. Hard to Say Goodbye

It's Hard to Say Goodbye
Dedicated to the Memory of our Beagle, Penny
April 15, 1996 - October 19, 2007
© Copyright OurDogHouse 2007

I find it almost impossible to describe the incredible bond between
human and pet. For many of us, myself included, our pets are an
extension of our family. They provide us with years of unconditional
love and devotion. When a pet passes away, the loss can be a
devastating blow. This loss, therefore, is just like that of losing of a
family member. Unfortunately, all too often many people around us
simply cannot understand the grief we feel.

Many pet-loss counselors believe that humans need a strong support
system to help them get through the grieving process just as with
any loss of life. Each of us left behind has to find his or her own
comfort zone in dealing with the loss. However, there are many
things available to help-from pet-loss and bereavement counselors to
websites where you may light candles or find my favorite poem,
"Rainbow Bridge." If you have your pet cremated, you might want to
consider keepsake jewelry that contains a small portion of your pet's
ashes or fur. It is important to remember we all react differently to a
loss and each of us will heal in our own time. One thing I have done
to help myself in the grieving process is to celebrate this wonderful
life I was so fortunate to share with our pet.

Oddly enough, I started this article about a month before my family
and I suffered the loss of our 11 1/2-year-old beagle, Penny. At the
time, I had no idea how close to home this article would come to us.
I had to realize Penny was a wonderful gift we were given and
allowed to share with her while she was here on earth. However, as
she slipped from our hands on Friday, October 19, we found this was
only part of her journey. You see, Penny had earned the right in our
hearts to continue on beyond this life and time. So, while the grief of
Penny's loss is still very hard to accept, we hold on to the belief that
she is no longer in pain and somewhere, this side of heaven, she runs
and plays and her earthly body that failed her is now whole once
again.

Check out these helpful links we found on the web:

Light a candle in honor of your pet

Pet Cemetery/Pet Crematory: A Listing by State

Grief Hotline This is manned by the Washington State University
College of Veterinary Medicine by students who have been trained by
a licensed therapist in grief counseling. Phones are staffed during the
semester Monday-Thursday 7 PM-9 PM and Saturday 1 PM-3 PM
Pacific Time. Their goal is to help you to release some of the grief
and start the process of healing. You can call or write them if you
need someone to talk to. You can call: (509)-335-5704.

Coping With the Loss of a Pet
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We hope you enjoyed visiting with us this month. We welcome you
to forward this issue of our newsletter to anyone else who might also
enjoy it. If you have suggestions for future stories, we'd love to hear
them! Please feel free to email your comments and suggestions

to OurDogHouse
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